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The use of blended learning – face-to-face instruction combined with online content and tools – is 

fundamentally improving and personalizing student achievement in ways that have never before been 

possible. This presentation led by Susan Patrick and Michael Horn will highlight trends and innovations 

in new technology-enabled, competency-based, personalized, blended school models that are 

transforming K-12 education throughout the world. 

 

As we look out over the next ten years, how do we move forward and innovate to ensure every student is 

prepared to succeed in a global economy and be competitive? Michael will describe how the theories of 

disruptive innovation apply to education and describe the trends emerging showing the potential of 

blended learning to dramatically improve student success. Susan will provide a global and national 

overview of emerging trends in online, blended and competency-based education. The presentation will 

highlight state policy issues and recent research. How do we incentivize policy to move from time-based 

to learning-based systems focused on student outcomes? What are policy barriers and opportunities? 

What does the vision of the future of education look like?    

Wisconsin K-12 education leaders will also highlight the student-centered approaches they are using to 

transform classrooms and the way children learn. Come hear from leading practitioners and educators 

about innovative programs that hold unique promise for the future of Wisconsin and its children – and 

what needs to change here in order to make that happen.  

 



To RSVP: RSVPs are appreciated, but not necessary in order to attend this event. 

RSVP online at www.wpri.org or call 414-225-9940.  

Sponsored by the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute and the Robert M. La Follette School of Public 

Affairs 

Speakers: 
 

Susan Patrick 

 

Susan Patrick is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the International 

Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) – the leading voice for the 

emerging field of online and blended learning.  Susan is committed to leading 

systems change, drawing from practice to inform policy, and promoting high-quality, 

personalized, student-centered learning. A former director of the Office of 

Educational Technology at the U.S. Department of Education, Susan also worked as 

a legislative liaison on technology policy issues in Arizona, and was a site director 

for Old Dominion University’s TELETECHNET distance learning program.  

 

 

 

Michael B. Horn 
 

Michael Horn is a co-founder of the Clayton Christensen Institute and serves as the 

executive director of its education program. In 2008, Michael coauthored the award-

winning book, Disrupting Class: How Disruptive Innovation Will Change the Way 

the World Learns with Harvard Business School Professor Clayton M. Christensen 

and Curtis W. Johnson. He was selected as a 2014 Eisenhower Fellow to study 

innovation in education in Vietnam in Korea. Michael has written several white 

papers about blended learning and is co-editor with Frederick Hess of the book 

Private Enterprise and Public Education. Michael holds a BA in history from Yale 

University and an MBA from the Harvard Business School. 
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