
State Senator
Judy Robson
Wisconsin State Senate
P.O. Box 7882,  Madison, WI 53707

Last summer, I led a group of legislators in introducing a long-awaited
plan for health care reform.  If enacted Healthy Wisconsin would trans-
form our health care system so that there no longer will be health care
“haves” and
“have-nots.” 

Eve r yone
will have ac-
cess to quality,
a f f o r d a b l e
health care
and it will 
be more cost-
effective than
our current
health care
system.

Employers
and employ-
ees will share
in the cost of
health insurance. 

Employees will pay their share through a payroll deduction, like 
Social Security.  Those who are self-employed or not employed will pay
their premiums directly to Healthy Wisconsin.  Children and spouses
will be covered under a family plan.  People over age 65 will still be 
covered under Medicare.

Healthy Wisconsin will bring down the costs of health care by
streamlining administration and paperwork, which currently account
for one of every three dollars spent on health care.  Healthy Wiscon-
sin will allow us to spend more money on direct care and less on the
paper shufflers who deny claims.

LISTENING SESSIONS
Monday, February 11
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Beloit Senior Center
631 Bluff Street, Beloit

Monday, February 18
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Hedberg Public Library
316 S. Main Street, Janesville

Continued on page 3

Healthy Wisconsin:  
Your Choice, Your Plan

Working for YouWWiinntteerr  22000088  RReeppoorrtt
Franklin Delano Roosevelt said

taxes are the dues we pay for mem-
bership in an organized society.  We
all understand the necessity of taxes.
And so it bothers us when some peo-
ple get out of paying their fair share.

The Wisconsin Department of
Revenue estimates that the differ-
ence between taxes owed and taxes
collected is $4-6 billion annually.
Sixty-two percent of the largest cor-
porations operating in Wisconsin –
those with receipts of $100 million
or more – pay no corporate income
tax, according to the Department of
Revenue.  They reduce their tax lia-
bility by creating dummy sub-
sidiaries and shuffling assets.

Three bills have been introduced
in the Legislature to make sure that
everyone pays their fair share.  
Assembly Bill 328/Senate Bill 210
would close the “Las Vegas Loop-
hole,” which some corporations use
to shift their profits to subsidiaries
in other states that have no income
tax.  The subsidiaries exist primarily
on paper, and were created solely for
tax avoidance.

The Corporate Tax Transparency
Act would create new reporting 
requirements for corporate income
tax payments.

Assembly Bill 452, known as the
Home Owner’s Property Exemption
(HOPE), would reduce residential
property taxes by exempting the
first $60,000 of a home’s value from
school property taxes.  HOPE would
appear as a credit on property tax
bills.  It would be funded by closing
corporate tax loopholes.

I believe it is unfair to let some
corporations shirk their tax obliga-
tions while responsible corporations

and small businesses pay their fair
share.  Main Street businesses pay
state and local taxes, and donate to
community causes.  They should
not be put at a competitive disad-
vantage simply because they
play by the rules.  It’s
time for tax fairness.
For status reports on
the progress of these
bills, feel free to con-
tact me at any time. 

Sen. Judy Robson discusses amendments on 
the Senate floor with her Senate colleagues.

TTiimmee  ffoorr  TTaaxx  FFaaiirrnneessss

Beloit’s Morgan 
Elementary School 
visited the State Capitol
in 2007.  Tours of the
State Capitol are avail-
able daily, year round.
Groups large and small
can make reservations
or do the self-guided
tour.  For information,
please contact me or go
to my website.

Toll-Free: 1-800-334-1468 ■ E-mail: Sen.Robson@legis.wi.gov
Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen15/news/
To sign up for e-Judy Friday reports, just call or e-mail me!

HOW TO CONTACT 
SENATOR ROBSON

Dear Friend,
I represent you best when I hear

your thoughts.  Please take a few
minutes to fill out the survey on
Page 2 and mail it back to me.  My
listening sessions are another way
for me to hear from you.  I hope
you can attend one of the sessions
listed on this page.

Serving you in the State Senate
is an honor and a privilege.  Thank
you for this opportunity.

Sincerely,

Judy Robson, 
State Senator
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Sen. Judy Robson speaks at a press 
conference announcing Healthy Wisconsin



Healthy Wisconsin will reduce
prescription drug costs through bulk
purchasing, reduce inappropriate
use of emergency rooms, and reward
healthy lifestyles.  Further savings
will come from rewarding providers
who deliver the most efficient and
highest quality care and discourag-
ing duplication of expensive med-
ical technology and buildings.

But Healthy Wisconsin still
has a long road ahead.  Expect to see
fierce opposition from insurance
companies and drug companies that
make huge profits off the status quo.  

Your voice is important and
needs to be heard loud and clear. Let
me know what you think about
Healthy Wisconsin.

Fire-Safe Cigarettes: My bill
requires cigarettes sold in Wisconsin
to be self-extinguishing to reduce
deaths and property damage from
fires caused by cigarettes.

Coverage for Autism: Early
treatment for autism results in 
significantly improved behavior for
children with autism.  My bill 
requires insurance plans to cover
autism treatment.

Compassionate Care: My bill
requires hospitals to make emer-
gency contraception available to
rape victims.  

Healthy Wisconsin
Continued from page 1

Sen. Judy Robson speaks at a ceremony at the University of Wisconsin,
where Gov. Doyle signed the 2007-09 Budget Bill.  Robson was the 
Senate leader in budget negotiations.  For video, please go to my 
website, http://www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen15/news/.  

What’s in the Budget for...
JANESVILLE
■ Doubles state funding for Health-
Net, which provides health care to
uninsured and low-income resi-
dents of Rock County. 
■ Designates funds for a pedestrian
tunnel under East Milwaukee Street
on the Spring Brook Trail.

BELOIT  
■ Designates tax credits to attract
new business and industry to the
Gateway Development.

WHITEWATER
■ Designates funds for extension of
a bike path under the Highway 12
bypass to Willis Ray Road.

FOOTVILLE
■ Designates funds for repaving a path
through Footville Community Park.

SENIORS
■ Fully implements the phase-out
of taxes on Social Security income.
■ Continues the phase-in of Family
Care which, revamps the long-term
care system so that seniors with
medical needs have more options
to remain in their homes.
■ Fully funds SeniorCare.

VETERANS
■ Ensures that veterans will be 
reimbursed for the cost of their 
college education.

CHILDREN
■ Expands the BadgerCare pro-
gram to make health care cover-
age available to every child.
Premiums and co-payments are
based on the family’s income.

Farmers and other self-employed
people are also eligible for cover-
age.  For more information, go 
to BadgerCarePlus.org or call 
1-800-362-3002.
■ Increases state reimbursement
for school breakfast programs.

TAXPAYERS
■ Moves Rock County into a new
labor region with a higher Medicaid
reimbursement rate for nursing
homes.  This will mean less reliance
on the property tax for the Rock
County nursing home.
■ Changes the state aid formula for
counties and municipalities where
power plants are located.  This means
more state aid for the City of Beloit,
Town of Beloit, and Rock County.

WWoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  YYoouu

Which statement best represents your
point of view on the cost of your health
insurance:
A. It is affordable.
B. It is manageable, but of concern.
C. It is nearly unaffordable.
D. I do not have health insurance.

Which point of view is closest to yours:
A. The government has a legitimate role 

in ensuring all citizens have access to
quality, affordable health care.

B. The free market works; it should be up to the
individual to get the health care they need.

A. There should be a statewide smoking
ban for restaurants and bars.

B. There should be a statewide smoking
ban for restaurants, but not bars.

C. Smoking bans should be decided at the
local level only.

A. We spend too much money on K-12
schools in Wisconsin.

B. We spend about the right amount on 
K-12 schools in Wisconsin.

C. We don’t spend enough on K-12
schools in Wisconsin.

A. We need to close corporate tax loop-
holes so everybody pays their fair share.  

B. Corporations are entitled to use any tax
loopholes they can find.

A. We need legislative oversight to ensure
that applications for new off-reservation
casinos have met the highest level of
scrutiny.

B. We do not need legislative oversight 
because casino applications are 
thoroughly scrutinized at the federal
level and approved by our Governor.

A. Global warming is a problem and should
be addressed by the federal government.

B. Global warming is a problem and
should be addressed by people and 
government at every level.

C. Global warming may or may not be a
problem, but more research needs to be
done before government acts.

Do you think the state is going in the:
A. Right Direction
B. Wrong Direction
C. No Opinion

Are You For or Against:       FOR AGAINST
Full public financing of 
state campaigns ___ ___

If the money collected were 
to go directly into property 
tax relief, would you support:

Closing corporate 
tax loopholes ___ ___

An additional tax on 
personal income over 
$250,000 ___ ___

An additional tax on
personal income over 
$1 million ___ ___

A capital gains tax ___ ___

CONSTITUENT SURVEY          WINTER 2008

State Senator Judy Robson
State Capitol    
P.O. Box 7882    
Madison, WI 53707-7882

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PLACE
STAMP 
HERE

FOLD ON DOTTED LINES WITH ADDRESS BELOW SHOWING AND TAPE AT THE TOP.  THANK YOU.

Working for You
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  Please circle the
statement that most closely reflects your view. If more than one person in
your home answers, please use different colored inks. 

TTeellll  MMee  WWhhaatt  YYoouu  TThhiinnkk

My Legislation
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