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Health Care

Cooperatives Launched
Doing Our Part to Stop Genocide
Harsdorf is leading the efforts to divest Wisconsin from foreign
companies that aid genocide in Darfur, Sudan.

“The rape, murder, mutilation, maiming, and displacement happening in Darfur, Sudan
is unlike any seen in the world today. It should not happen on Wisconsin’s dime, and that is
why I am leading a bipartisan effort to divest from about 20 foreign companies that provide

critical revenue to the Sudan military, which is responsible  for the slaughter of
hundreds-of-thousands of men, women, and children.” – Senator Sheila Harsdorf
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In 2003, Senator Sheila Harsdorf authored

the bill to allow groups to form health care

cooperatives, now cited as a national

model for health care reform by expanding

benefits without heavy-handed government

intervention. In addition to the heralded

statewide launch of the Farmers’ Health

Cooperative, similar small business efforts

have begun in the Green Bay area,

Southeast Wisconsin and South-Central

Wisconsin, where local groups are banding

together to achieve better benefits, deductibles

and premiums.

“Health Care Cooperatives present innovative options

for small businesses, retirees, and the self-employed

to leverage buying power and manage costs while

expanding benefits,” said Harsdorf.

See www.farmershealthcooperative.com

or call Co-Op Care hotline at

1-800-539-9370.

Farmer’s insurance
plan might be model
February 28, 2007
The Monroe Times

“With no federal solutions in sight toproviding greater access to healthcare, states are taking the lead.Wisconsin appears to be becomingone of the leaders.”



Ban of Frankenstein

Veto Stalled

Harsdorf has led an effort to ban the

Frankenstein Veto, which was used by the

Governor to stitch together 20 words out of

752 unrelated words in a budget bill to

spend $427 million no legislator ever voted

to approve. This effort for budget reform

has been championed by over 15 editorial

boards throughout the state.

“The Frankenstein Veto has made a mockery

of the budget process. It has allowed the

Governor to create hundreds-of-millions of

holes in the state’s budget, for which he is

now calling for tax and fee increases to fill.

We need budget reform to restore accounta-

bility and protect taxpayers.”
– Sheila Harsdorf

The State Assembly approved the ban

of the Frankenstein veto on a bipartisan

vote in February. However, Senate

Democrats voted along party lines, 18-15,

to stall a vote on this budget reform,

ensuring that the Frankenstein Veto lives

for another budget.
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Harsdorf Vows to
Fight Tax Increases

“We should be lowering our tax burden, not

increasing it! Growing government to cover every

aspect of our lives increases taxes now, limits

personal freedom, and expands debt. I will fight

to restore fiscal discipline to protect middle class

families from tax increases they cannot afford.” 

– Senator Sheila Harsdorf

Sweeping Ethics
Reform Enacted
in Wisconsin
In special session, the State
Legislature created a new
Government Accountability Board
(GAB) to replace the existing State
Elections Board and State Ethics
Board. Harsdorf was a sponsor of
legislation to create the GAB, which
has been called a “groundbreaking”
overhaul of state ethics laws. The
new GAB consolidates authority over
elections and ethics laws, ensures an
independent watchdog over state
government, and gives the GAB the
ability to investigate and prosecute
wrong doing by state officials. 

The new law will hold Wisconsin
elected officials to the most stringent
ethics laws in the nation. 

Contact Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Room 108 South, State Capitol Phone: (608) 266-7745
P.O. Box 7882 Toll-free 1-800-862-1092
Madison, WI 53707-7882 Fax: (608) 267-0369  
Sen.Harsdorf@legis.wisconsin.gov www.harsdorfsenate.com

Governor Doyle has proposed nearly $3 billion in
new taxes on Wisconsin citizens in his 2007-09
state budget. The Governor’s budget represents a
9% increase in state spending. It includes:

• Doubling the allowable increase in property taxes,

or a $1.2 billion property tax increase

• Nearly 40% increase in car registration fees

• Increase in the nursing home bed tax by $50/month

• $270 million tax increase on gasoline

• $550 million tax increase on cigarettes

• $418 million tax increase on hospital patients
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