
Health Care 
Legislation has been introduced to legalize marijuana
for medicinal purposes if prescribed by a physician. Do
you support this legislation?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided

Legislation has been introduced that would allow an
individual with a terminal disease to request medica-
tion from their physician for the purpose of ending the
individual's life. Under the proposed legislation, 2
physicians would have to certify that the patient has
less than 6 months to live. Do you support this legisla-
tion?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Contraception
Legislation has been introduced that would allow a
pharmacist to refuse to fill a prescription for birth 
control if the pharmacist is personally opposed to 
birth control. Do you support this legislation?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Should hospitals be required to provide rape victims
with information about and prescriptions for emergency
contraception to prevent unintended pregnancy?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Legislation was recently proposed to prohibit the
University of Wisconsin health service from distributing
condoms and other contraceptives to students. Do you
support this legislation?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Death Penalty
Legislation has been introduced to restore the death
penalty in Wisconsin. Do you support this legislation?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Abortion
Which statement most closely reflects your opinion
about abortion and the law?

_____ Abortion should remain legal

_____ Abortion should be illegal except for rape, incest
or health of the mother

_____ Abortion should be illegal except if the mother’s
life is in danger

_____ Abortion should be illegal without exception

_____ Undecided

Energy
Wisconsin currently has a moratorium on the construction
of new nuclear power plants until a safe site exists to
store the high-level radioactive waste created by nuclear
plants. Do you support continuation of this moratorium?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Thirteen states have adopted a requirement that new
cars in those states must meet higher fuel efficiency
standards. Proponents of this requirement say the law
will save gas and curb greenhouse gases that cause
global warming. Opponents say it will add to the cost
of a new car. Do you believe Wisconsin should also
adopt this requirement?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Stem Cell Research
The University of Wisconsin currently conducts medical
research using embryonic stem cells. It is hoped that
this research will lead to new medical advances. Some
legislators are trying to prohibit this research. Which of
the following do you believe?

_____ Embryonic stem cell research should continue at
the University of Wisconsin

_____ Embryonic stem cell research should be prohibited
at the University of Wisconsin

_____ Undecided

Education
There has been considerable national discussion about
the teaching of human origins in science classes. Which
statement best reflects your view of what curriculum
should be taught in science classes in public schools?

_____ Only evolution should be taught

_____ Only intelligent design should be taught

_____ Both evolution and intelligent design should 
be taught 

_____ Neither should be taught 

_____ Undecided 

Smoking
Do you support a statewide ban on smoking in bars and
restaurants similar to the ban now in place in Madison?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Trains
Do you support the development of a high speed 
passenger rail system to link Wisconsin’s major cities
with each other and with Chicago and Minneapolis?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 

Do you support the development of a commuter rail
system within Dane County?

_____ Yes            _____ No            _____ Undecided 
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2007 Annual Legislative Survey

I read every response to my annual legislative survey. It 
is a big undertaking since I usually receive close to 2,000
responses. I consider listening to the opinions and concerns
of my constituents to be one of the most important parts 
of my job as your state representative.

✁

Your Comments:

Thank you for taking a few minutes to answer my 2007 Annual Legislative Survey. Because of space 
limitations, it is not possible to include every important issue and the choices provided for each question may 
not adequately reflect your opinions. Please use the space provided to add your comments. I personally read 
each questionnaire that is returned.

If more than one member of your household would like to answer the survey, please use a different colored
mark for each person. To return your responses, simply cut on the dotted line, fold so the return address on 
the back page is showing and tape it at the top.

Thank you for your participation!

During the recent budget debate, one of my top priorities
was securing adequate funding for the University of
Wisconsin. The University is essential to our state’s future.
It generates good paying jobs and it provides many of our
citizens with the education they need to compete in the
job market. 

One of the key items of dispute in the prolonged budget
debate was funding for the University. The budget proposed
by Assembly Republicans would have slashed $70 million
from the University. Coming on top of years of inadequate
funding, these cuts would have threatened the quality of
UW-Madison, one of the nation’s top teaching and research
institutions. As Chancellor John Wiley put it, “No part of
this campus would be immune to the effects of these
damaging cuts.”

Fortunately, the final version of the state budget renews
our commitment to the University of Wisconsin. The budget
provides a reasonable increase for the campus and will help
the University attract and retain faculty and researchers.
While this budget isn’t perfect, it does represent a big step
forward. Chancellor Wiley noted, “The budget contains major
victories for the University in student financial aid, faculty
retention and the capital budget.”

We also achieved a major success in student financial
aid – something I have long fought for. Opportunity for all
has always been a hallmark of our University. I strongly
believe that if a student has the talent and ambition to seek
higher education, that opportunity should not be denied due
to their family’s financial circumstances. The proud legacy
of opportunity has been threatened by the failure of student
financial aid to keep up with rising tuition. The big increase
in student financial aid in this budget will help poor and
moderate income students attend the University. 

One other important program associated with the University
was also under attack in this budget. The Assembly
Republican budget cut all state funding for Wisconsin Public
Radio and Television. I thought this was a terrible mistake.
Public broadcasting provides an important source for news
and entertainment unavailable on commercial media and
provides a statewide forum for discussion of public issues.
I was pleased that the final budget continues funding for
public broadcasting.
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Fighting for the University

I have introduced legislation to ban the use of auto-
mated, computerized phone calls known as robocalls.
Robocalls are calls dialed by a computer to a large number
of telephones to deliver a prerecorded message. These
calls have been used extensively in the recent campaigns.

Wisconsin law has long-banned robocalls for commercial
purposes, but left open a loophole for campaign calls.
My bill would close this loophole and ban all robocalls.

I have proposed this bill because robocalls are exces-
sively intrusive on personal privacy, whether used for
political or commercial purposes. Because they are cheap
and easy to make, their use has increased dramatically.
While I believe we must protect the right of candidates
to get their message out, the volume of these calls has

become excessive with some people receiving as many
as thirty such calls a day. 

The widespread use of this new technology crosses
the line from campaigning to harassment and should
be prohibited. This law will not interfere with vigorous
campaigning. Indiana already bans robocalls and that
state had some of the most spirited congressional
campaigns in the nation.

My bill requires that all mass phone calls must be
placed by a human being unless the customer has given
written or verbal consent for a recorded message. The
caller can ask for permission to play a recorded message,
but the message can only be played if consent is given.
The bill has an exemption for calls made for public safety.

Black’s Bill Would End “Robocalls”

“I greatly appreciate your support of the
University during the Assembly debate on the
budget...You continue to be a strong voice.”

-Kevin Reilly
University of Wisconsin President

At a press conference on campus, I called for the state budget
to adequately fund our University.

Wisconsin
BLUE BOOK
Available
The 2007 State of Wisconsin
Blue Book is now available. A
limited supply is produced, and

they will be sent to those who request them first.
If you would like a Blue Book, please write to:

State Representative
Spencer Black

P. O. Box 8952 
Madison, WI 53708

You can also read the Blue Book online. 
Go to www.spencerblack.com and 

click on the "Legislative Resources" link.



One of my proudest accomplishments in the Legislature
is the creation of the Stewardship Fund. The Stewardship
Fund is the largest conservation effort in our state’s history.
The fund is a major investment by the people of Wisconsin
to preserve our state’s natural heritage by expanding our
state parks and forests, preserving
wildlife habitat and open space and
providing new opportunities for
outdoor recreation. 

When I developed the Stewardship
Fund, I was guided by the belief
that we have an obligation to future
generations to be wise stewards
of our natural resources. Since the
program began in 1990, it has saved
more than half a million acres of
the best of what is left of outdoor
Wisconsin.

The Stewardship Fund needed
to be reauthorized for another ten
years in this budget and it was one
of the most contentious issues in
the budget debate. I argued strongly
that development pressures and
changing land ownership patterns
threaten the natural resources that
make our state so special. Without
the Stewardship Fund, many of the
best remaining natural areas in our state would be lost. 

The Executive Budget proposed that the Fund be reau-
thorized and that its funding level be adjusted to maintain
its purchasing power in the face of skyrocketing land prices. 

Unfortunately, the Assembly Republican budget would
have cut the fund by 60 percent. Fortunately, that approach
did not prevail and the final budget expands Stewardship
and continues it for another 10 years.  

Areas protected by the Stewardship Fund include the
40,000-acre Turtle-Flambeau
Flowage, the Lower Wisconsin River-
way, with its magnificent sandstone
bluffs and sandbar islands, and tens
of thousands of acres of our northern
forests. The Fund has been used
to protect the last undeveloped
section of the Wisconsin Dells,
help to lengthen the Ice Age Trail,
save some of the last wild lakes in
northern Wisconsin and expand
state forests and parks like Devil’s
Lake and the Kettle Moraine. The
Fund has also assisted communities
all around the state to save open
space and create new parks. The
Stewardship Fund has been espe-
cially important in rapidly growing
Dane County and has protected
areas as diverse as the Brooklyn
Wildlife Area and the Pheasant
Branch Conservancy in Middleton.

An important aspect of
Stewardship is the state trail system including the Capital
City Trail here in our area. Just this summer, the new
Badger Trail was opened which will soon provide a 
car-free recreational trail from Madison to Monroe.

This issue of the Capitol Report includes my 2007
Annual Legislative Survey. I look forward to reading every
reply, so I hope you will take a few minutes to complete
and return your survey. I will post the results of the 
2007 survey beginning December 20 on my website
(www.spencerblack.com). If you prefer, I will be glad to
mail you the results — just note that on your response. 

Every year that I have served as your representative, 
I have sent an annual questionnaire. This year, I am
sending you my survey later than usual. That’s because 
I wanted to include information about the state budget
and, as you probably know, the passage of the state
budget was delayed by several months.

I am very frustrated by this unnecessary delay. During the
prolonged negotiations, I repeatedly urged that a budget
compromise be reached quickly. Looking at the eventual
budget agreement, I can see no reason why this compromise
couldn’t have been passed months earlier.

I am cosponsoring legislation to help prevent a future
delay such as we experienced this year. In addition to
enacting specific penalties for failure to pass a budget, 
I believe we must pass campaign finance reform. The
budget delay is not just wrong in and of itself — it is a
symptom of a deeper problem. 

Banning fundraising during the budget would both improve
the budget and speed the process. As a matter of principle,
I refuse to raise funds for my campaign while the budget
is under consideration.

Big money campaigns and the constant push to raise
money for those campaigns certainly contributed to the
budget delay. That’s why we need campaign finance
reform to get the big money out of politics and reduce
special interest influence. 

I also believe it is important that I practice what I preach
in my own campaigns. Ever since I have been in office, 

I have refused all contributions from Political Action
Committees, Special Interest Committees, lobbyists or
from out-of-state. I will continue to adhere to this approach
to my own fundraising as long as I serve in the Legislature.

The budget that was eventually passed was a compromise
and contains some provisions with which I strongly disagree.
However, the budget does accomplish a number of goals
I have long sought including health care coverage for all
children, increased support for the University of Wisconsin
and for student financial aid, expansion of the Stewardship
Fund, funding for Public Radio and TV, and a tax credit
for dependent care expenses. 

It is an honor to serve as your state representative. Please
feel free to contact me whenever you have questions or
feel strongly about any state legislative issue.

Sincerely,

Spencer Black
State Representative

This summer I had the special privilege 
of being invited by the Dalai Lama to meet
with him during his visit to Madison. It was
a great honor to sit down with this world
renown humanitarian and Nobel Peace Prize
winner. During our meeting, the Dalai Lama
thanked me for my efforts to promote freedom
for Tibet. The Dalai Lama was also very
interested in discussing the well-being 
of the many Tibetans who have settled 
in our community. 
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A Visit With 
the Dalai Lama

Some years ago, I heard from many of my elderly
constituents that they could not afford the medication
they needed. The rising cost of prescription drugs was
often forcing them to make a difficult decision between
paying for their prescriptions or paying for other expenses
like food or heat. 

I helped author legislation to change that. In 2001, we
were finally able to establish SeniorCare. SeniorCare
provides assistance to moderate income senior citizens
to pay for prescription medication. The assistance is
based on income. SeniorCare has helped more than
100,000 Wisconsin seniors to afford their prescriptions.
Moderate income seniors save an average of $1,200
each year on their medications. 

Unfortunately, the Bush Administration tried to eliminate
SeniorCare earlier this year and require all seniors to
use Medicare Part D instead. Medicare Part D is the
federal program that provides limited help to seniors to
pay for medicine. However, SeniorCare is far superior

for almost all Wisconsin seniors. A major reason that
Wisconsin’s SeniorCare is more cost effective and helpful
to seniors than Part D is that Wisconsin uses its buying

power to negotiate better prices with the pharmaceutical
companies. 

There is a happy ending, at least for now. I worked
with my legislative colleagues to ask Congress to save
SeniorCare. Based on our advocacy, Congress responded
and passed legislation continuing SeniorCare until at
least 2010. 

In one of the wealthiest nations in the world, no 
senior citizen should have to go without the medicine
they need.

SeniorCare Helps Make Medicine Affordable

State Representative

Spencer Black

Capitol Report
Fall 2007

The Stewardship Fund has helped build our state
trail system. Earlier this summer, I cut the ribbon at
the opening of the new Badger State Trail. The Trail
currently travels from Fitchburg to the Illinois state
line and will be extended next year into Madison.

“Thank you, Represntative Black for your 
leadership in making prescription drugs for 

seniors a top priority for Wisconsin.”
- Wisconsin AARP


